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THe Councit MEETING. 


Last week’s Council meeting was quiet and 
business-like, and the points it presents for notice, 
though some are important, are not many. 

First and foremost, of course, come the ever- 
increasing financial difficulties of the College. Every 
quarterly meeting makes these more evident. The 
present position is that the previous overdraft is 
practically exhausted, and the expedient to which 
the Council has resorted to avert or postpone a 
disastrous sale of Consols is, at the suggestion of the 
bankers, to arrange for a further overdraft upon the 
—— security of certain members of Council. 

robably this is the best course that could be taken 
under the circumstances. Although the interest on 
the overdraft will amount to something like 5 per 
cent., it appears also to be the least expensive course, 
and it will certainly avert the sale of Consols until 
the fate of the Bill now before Parliament is known. 
If that Bill passes this year, our financial difficul- 
ties are at end. If not, then they may really be 
only beginning. 

In the meantime, the utterances of the Treasurer 
deserve careful consideration. To sell Consols at 
present would mean a loss of fully 25 per cent. on 
their cost price. To avert that loss, every possible 
retrenchment is necessary ; and one such retrench- 
mont that is now forced upon the Council is the 
abstention from expensive prosecutions. We cannot 
be surprised at this. One such prosecution—that 
of a “company” which finally turned out to be 
desitute of assets—cost the Council some £161 only 
last year, although it was successful. Obviously 
the Council cannot be expected to embark upon 
such undertakings in their present financial position ; 
but one event might induce them to postpone cessa- 
tion from prosecutions, viz., an abundant voluntary 
subscription from members. Prosecutions under 
the Summary Jurisdictions Act must be entered 
upon quickly, or not at all. The amount of ready 
money at hand may well decide the Council whether 
or not to prosecute in any particular case—and a 
voluntary subscription may provide them with means 
for such purposes as this. 

We fully agree that no voluntary subscription 
will ever be more than a merely temporary assis- 
tance to the Council. But it could be valuable asa 
temporary assistance, and might provide the means 
for such every-day necessities as prosecutions for 
the time being—if only members would subscribe 
freely. 

Three other matters require brief notice. The 
Council have again declined to face the expense of 
a dinner ; but nevertheless we have reason to believe 
that a dinner will be held. A letter has been re- 
ceived from the Chancellor of the Exchequer con- 
taining what ssems to be a definite and final refusal 


to admit veterinary claims regarding the petrol tax. 
We are told that “ negotiations are still proceeding,” 
but, in the face of the Chancellor's letter, it is diffi- 
cult to see how any useful result can be expected 
from them. Lastly, there is one other point which, 
perhaps not so much from its intrinsic importance 
as from the large number of members affected by it, 
should be sharply emphasised to the profession. 
Litigation being possible over the right of members 
to use the College crest without paying duty, the 
Council have obtained the opinion of a leading legal 
specialist upon the question. From this it appears 
that we have no such right, and that the exception 
from duty which has hitherto been accorded to us 
is merely an indulgence which may be withdrawn 
at any time. The fact that Counsel’s opinion was 
taken because members in different parts of the 
country were threatened with prosecutions shows 
that that indulgence cannot now be relied upon. 
Members should carefully note this. Certainly 
some hundreds of us—probably over a thousand— 
habitually use the College crest on their stationery. 
All who do so without paying duty are liable to 
prosecution. 


INJURY TO FLEXOR-METATARSI MUSCLE. 


I have in practice met with several of these 
cases, and as a rule they were caused by kicks or 
wounds. Some could not be traced to their cause. 
In this instance a very definite history was obtain- 
ed, and we may, I think, now add sprain to the 
causes. 

It has been taught that some gross division of 
muscle or tendon was necessary to incapacitate the. 
muscle, and I know that division of the tendinous 
portion will give the curious but definite symptoms. 

My patient was-a horse that had been off work 
suffering from colic, and was brought out for exer- 
cise. The wood pavement was very wet and slip- 
pery; the foreman struck the horse with a whip 
and it jumped so that the fore legs were extended 
forward and the hind legs backwards till he fell. 

On regaining its feet it showed unmistakeable 
symptoms of the lesion—the spasmodic snatch of 
the foot and the wrinkling of the tendo-achilles 
when moved. Twomonths elapsed before the horse 
was able to resume work. 

I have noticed in previous cases how little altera- 
tion of the muscle was evident. In this case it was 
so slight as not to be noticeable. 

If rupture of the tendon had occurred, I should 
have expected to find some swelling or depression. 
The question of interest is, Can sprain of the muscu- 


lar portion alone cause the symptoms ? 


Bristol. R. Porca. 
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COMPOUND COMMINUTED 
FRACTURE OF LOWER JAW. 


An aged black gelding, 16 
hands, the property of Mr. Frank 
Funnell, jobmaster, Folkestone, 
used for coaching purposes in the 
season. 

The animal was let out on hire 
by the owner to the Territorials 
R.F.A., on Saturday, April 1st, to 
horse the guns, and was running 
leader in the team. Whilst on a 
route march the accident occurred 
owing to the pole pin breaking, 
which caused the leaders to swerve, 
the animal slipped up, and the 
limber wheel ran over its jaw, 
severely crushing it. 1 was called 
in, and found the injury so ex- 
tensive as to necessitate the 
animal being destroyed for human- 
ity’s sake, which was done after a 
consultation with Capt. H. C. 
Dibben, A.V.C., Shorncliffe, and 
Lieut. J. M. Richardson, A.V.C. 
(T.F.) who both confirmed my 
diagnosis of the case. 


Henry B. Eve, y.r.c.v.s. 
Folkestone. 


A MONSTROSITY. 


On the 16th of last month I was called out late 
in the evening to calve a cow. On reaching the 
farm I found the calf's intestines hanging out of the 
passage, which the farmer thought was “ cleans- 


ing.” I immediately got to work, and was able to 
feel all the internal organs, which I removed quite | 
easily. I could then feel nothing but ribs and a| 
fore leg. 1 secured the leg, but found it was really | 
in the way and did not allow of the fatus being 
moved in any way, so removed it, which was more | 
or less easily done with fingers and knife. After , 
removing the leg I was able to explore a little more , 
and secure another leg which was standing up like | 
a flagstaff and could not be bent, so had to sever it 
at the hock-joint. (shown in the photographs) After | 
this was done I was able to move the foetus about 
a little, and found that the vertebral column de- 
scribed about 3 of a circle, and I was able to touch 
the other legs, but no head was to be found. 

The volume of the foetus was too great to come 
away, so I had to remove the ribs, which took 
about two hours ; after this was done I fixed a hook 
on to the vertebral column, and after about an 
hours pulling, adjustments, ete., got away the 
foetus, which I must call a monstrosity. Words 
simply cannot describe it, but the accompanying 
a will help one to imagine what it was 

e. 


No. 1 phcto represents it as it was got away. 

No. 2 shews it with the head lifted out of the 
“pouch,” scen in No. 1. 

The ribs were placed round the “pouch.” The 
stifles looked backwards. The elbow looked for- 
ward. The head was placed on so that the throat 
was in continuation, so to speak, with the withers, 
i.¢., if the calf had been otherwise normal the poll 
would have looked downwards. 

I am pleased to say the cow is so far doing well, 
and I think will be perfectly well in another week. 

ARNOLD E. Roperts. 

Chepstow. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THE OPERATIVE TREATMENT OF UMBILICAL HERNIA 
IN FOALS. 


Casper describes (Archiv. f. Wiss. u. prakt. Tier- 
heilk. a modification he has introduced into the 
operative treatment of umbilical hernia in equines. 
The foal is prepared by a scanty diet and by two 
injections of arecolin, and is then placed in the 
dorsal position and chloroformed. A fold of skin is 
raised ; and a longicudinal incision is made through 
t, somewhat exceeding the anterior and posterior 
ends of the hernial sae. The outer skin is now 
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carefully separated upon both sides from the inner 
hernial sac. The sac, thus set free, shows a sort of 
neck from its constriction at the hernial ring. An 
assistant now holds back the hernial contents into 
the depth of the sac; while Casper places a slender 
clamp upon the sac and sutures the latter (after 
first satisfying himself that it is empty by incising 
it) with strong sutures. The sac is now cut off a 
little above the row of sutures, and the clamp is 
removed. Casper now applies a larger clamp over 
the two folds of the outer skin, draws the latter as 
far as possible through the clamp, and screws it up 
firmly. The outer skin is sutured close underneath 
the clamp with strong silk thread, the sutures being 
firmly drawn and often knotted, so as to obtain an 
uniform tensién. The portion of skin-folds project- 
ing above the clamp can be removed with the knife. 

A strip of gauze, soaked in iodoform-ether, is 
inserted into the anterior angle of the wound to 
facilitate drainage. The clamp may either be 
quickly removed, or left in position for even 24 
hours. 

In the following days a fairly extensive swelling 
of the skin and the subcutaneous tissue around the 
hernia appears, and is accompanied by a slight 
elevation of the temperature. The edges of the 
wound are painted daily with tincture of iodine. 
The remains of the sac are detached after 10 to 14 
days; and the patient can leave the clinique after 
2 to 3 weeks. Casper especially emphasises the fact 
that, up to the present, this operation has always 
been followed by permanent success.—( Berliner Tier. 
Woch.) W. R. C. 


ARMY VETERINARY REPORT. 
AND INTESTINAL DISEASE. 


Returning to this report, which we said before con- 
tained much useful and interesting matter, we now 
abstract the Director-General’s views on the most com- 
mon and perhaps least understood of equine disorders. 

Compared with statistics of horses in civil life, we 
think the Army comes out well in its percentage of 
fatalities due to abdominal disease. 

The report says :— 

“ Adopting the classification employed in previous re- 
ports, diseases of the digestive system may be grouped 
as follows :— 

Colic cases, of which there were 880, all of which re- 

Fatal 124, covered. 

Of the 880 colic cases, reasons to account for the attack 
have been given in 253 cases, viz. :— 


Windsucking and crib-biting account for 152 attacks. 


Grazing = 
Errors in dieting 
Other causes * 


It will be observed how small a proportion of cases is 
attributed to errors in dieting or improper food, and the 
large proportion due to “ windsucking” and “ crib-bit- 
i When all the assigned causes have been duly dis- 
tributed, there are still roughly two-thirds of the cases 
for which no cause has been allotted.* 

From this it must not be assumed that no cause exists ; 
very trifling circumstances are capable of upsetting the 


food, and work are the three prominent features in the 
daily lifeof the horse,and there is good reason for thinking 
that very slight changes in these may produce sufficiently 
important changes in the chemical digestion of the food 
to set up disease. : 
Following on the lines of inquiry adopted in previous 
os the influence, if any, of water, food, and work, has 
n noted in every case of colic and fatal disorder re- 
corded. The results may be expressed as follows :— 


19°77 per cent. of colic cases are affected before watering 


80°23 ” ” i ” ” ” after ” 
30°43 ” ” fata ” ” ” before ” 
69°57 after 


” ” ” ” ” 

Evidently, therefore, we are right in insisting on a 
connection between watering and colic. 

The majority of horses which contract colic before 
watering, and the majority of fatal cases attacked before 
watering, are seized during the first half of the day, for 
example :— 


” 


Colic Fatal 
cases affected cases affected 
before watering. before watering. 


l a.m. tol p.m. 98 19 
1 p.m. to 1 a.m. 76 9 


On the other hand, colic cases seized after waterin 

are more numerous in the second half of the day, an 

the same is apparent for fatal cases :— 
Colic 

cases affected 

after watering. 


1 a.m. to 1 p.in. 256 45 
1 p.m. to 1 a.m. 450 51 


So much for the facts dealing with the influence of 
water ; those connected with food will now be recorded. 
The percentage of colic and fatal cases occurring be- 
fore and after feeding may be conveniently shown in the 
following table :— 


Fatal 
cases affected 
after watering. 


Colic cases. Fatal cases. 


Affected before feeding 42°39 % 41°93% 
Affected after feeding 57°61 ,, 58°07 ,, 


From which it will be seen that, whether curable or 
incurable, the proportion of cases is pretty evenly divi- 
ded between i efore ” and “ after” feeding, there bein 
an excess of 15% to 16% in favour of a case being seiz 
“after” feeding. 

From this it would appear that, whatever the influ- 
ence of feeding may be in the production of colic, it is 
certainly not wholly felt at once. Another conclusion 
might be drawn, viz., that trouble arising shortly after 
feeding is due to stomach disorder, while that arising 
some time after feeding is due to intestinal disorder. In 
round numbers the proportion of fatal cases attacked 
“before” to that attacked “after” feeding is as 42 to 58, 


*In the returns of the German Army for 1908, 5,389 
cases of colic are recorded, and the following are the causes 
assigned :— 


In 1,254 cases the disease was due to eating foul straw bed- 
665 


” ” ” ” ” », chill. (ding. 
” 223 ” ” ” ” ” wind. 

» 117 ,, ” ” », overfeeding. 


Other causes, such as lack of exercise, over fatigue, new 
hay, calculi, worms, water impregnated with lead, dirty 
green fodder, green clover, etc., are also given. In most 
cases where the cause of the colic is not specified, the-re- 
port states that it may be assigned to eating foul and de- 
composing straw bedding. (The frequency with which de- 
compo-ing straw is assigned as a cause of colic, is worth the 
attention of those who advocate the ‘‘ Continental system ”’ 


digestive system of the horse ; in fact, a cause in every 
case of disease exists if only it can be discovered. Water, 


of bedding, commented upon in the Report for 1907.) 
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so that there ought to be fewer intestinal and more 
stomach cases. But post-mortem enquiry shows that 
there are at least five times as many intestinal as 
stomach cases, so that the influence of pain shortly after 
food cannot be turned to diagnostic advantage. 

The influence of work in the production of colic ap- 

rs to be confirmed not only - clinical experience, 

ut by the fact that out of the 880 colic cases, 690 had 
been at work or exercise and only 190 had been idle. 

The fatal cases were 124in number, of which the fol- 
lowing were the principal causes : 


Twist of the intestines 32 
Inflammation of the intestines 24 
Impaction 19 
Rupture 11 
Strangulation _,, 7 
Rupture of the Stomach 16 
Impaction of the stomach 2 


From which it will be seen that intestinal trouble 
greatly exceeds stomach disorder. 

By commands there was a reduction in mortality in 
the Aldershot and Northern, but an increase in the 
Scottish, Irish, Eastern, Southern, and London District. 

The case mortality throughout the Army, viz., the 
death rate among those animals admitted to treatment 
for abdominal pain, was 12°22 per cent. ; in 1908 it was 
9°73 per cent. 

The influence of season in the production of both non- 
fatal and fatal cases has also been observed. During 
the year under notice there was a steady rise in admiss- 
ions from January to August, with a fall in September, 
and a big rise in October followed by a fall. This curve 
does not present the same fluctuation as that obtained 
in 1908, but in both there were a larger number of ad- 
missions during the hot months than during the cold. 
The lowest admission and death rate in 1909 was in 
January, the highest admission and death rate was in 
August. 

In the French Army statistics for 1908 the month of 
October fnrnished the highest admissions for colic, 
February the lowest. September furnished the highest 
death rate, January the lowest. 

In the German Army October furnished the largest 
number of admissions and September the highest death 
rate. 

Evidently season must be taken into account. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


The quarterly meeting of the Council was held at the 
College, 10, Red Lion Square, W.C., on Friday, April 
7th, 1911, Mr. W. Freeman Barrett (President) being in 
the chair. The following members of Council were pre- 
sent :—General Thomson, Colonel Duck, Professors 
Dewar, MclI. McCall, J. McCall, Mettam and Shave, 
Messrs. Abson, Banham, Burt, Carter, Dunstan, Gar- 
nett, Lawson, Lloyd, Mason, McKinna, Mulvey, Roberts, 
Rutherford, Shipley, Slocock, Stockman, Sumner, 
Trigger, Wharam, Mr. Thatcher (solicitor), and Mr. 
Bullock (secretary). 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Prof. J. 
McCall, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

OBITUARY. 


The SecreETARY read the obituary list. 

Prof. MetraM : | beg to move that a vote of condo- 
lence be sent to the widow and family of the late Mr. 
T. D. Lambert, who was a member of this Council, and 


Lambert was well-known throughout the length and 
breadth of the United Kingdom as an eminent member 
of this profession. 

Prof. Dewar seconded the motion, which was carried 
in silence, all the members of the Council upstanding. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary: I have received information from 
the Secretary of the Seventh International Congress 
against Tuberculosis to be held in Rome on the 30th 
on for which we have already paid a delegate’s 
ee. 
I have also received a card containing Christmas 
greetings from the veterinary staff of the Department of 
Agriculture, Victoria. It came too late to present to the 
last quarterly meeting. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SecrETARY announced the following presenta- 
tions :—Calendar of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain, 1911 ; Calendar of the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Ireland, 1911; The Registers of Pharmaceutical 
Chemists and Chemists and Druggists, 1911 ; Annual 
Report of the Bengal Veterinary College and of the 
Civil Veterinary Department, Bengal, for the year 1909- 
10; Report on Higher Education in the State of New 
York for the school year ending July 31st, 1909 ; Statis- 
ticil and General Report of the Army Veterinary Ser- 
vice for 1909 ; Journal of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
February and March, 1911 ; The Rhodesian Agricultural 
Journal, December, 1910, and February, 1911; Revue 
de Pathologie Comparée, December, 1910, January and 
February, 1911; Bulletins of the Sleeping Sickness 
Bureau, January, February, and March, 1911; The 
Journal of the Board of Agriculture, January, February 
and March, 1911; Supplement to 7he Journal of the 
Board of Agriculture, January, 1911; Leaflets of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries; The Journal of 
Tropical Veterinary Science, vol. vi., No.1; The Jour- 
nal of Meatand Milk Hygiene, January, February, and 
March, 1911; The Veterinary Journal, The Veterinary 
News, and The Veterinary Record for the quarter ; 
The Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeu- 
tics, March, 1911. 

The thanks of the Council were accorded to the 
various donors. 


Frnance CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mason read the report of a meeting of the 
Finance Committee held on Friday, 7th April, as 
follows :— 

The Secretary reported that donations had been 
received from 53 members of the College, amounting in 
all to £73 13s., and it was resolved that the donations be 
accepted with thanks. 

The Treasurer reported that the instructions given at 
the last meeting with regard to the removal of the name 
of Mr. J. F. Simpson from the list of Trustees, owing to 
illness, were being carried out ; but that it had been 
ascertained that the Jubilee Memorial, Walley Memorial, 
and Steel Memorial Funds wonld require to be trans- 
ferred to the Official Trustees of Charitable Funds. 

It was resolved— 

That the sums of Stock appropriated to the Jubilee 
Memorial and Bursary Prize. the Walley Memorial 
Prize, and the John Henry Steel Memorial be trans- 
ferred to the Official Trustees «of Charitable Funds, and 
that the necessary applications be sealed and signed by 
the remaining Trustees. 

That the name of Mr. Alexander Lawson be recom- 
mended to the Council for election as a Trustee of the 
College Funds. 

The Treasurer submitted the quarterly financial state- 
ment showing a deficit of £310 4s., and further liabili- 


also, I believe, a Vice-president of the College. Mr. 


ties amounting to £158 16s., making \a total deficit of 
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£469. He also reported that during the ensuing quarter 
it was estimated that a further deficit of about £200 
would be incurred. 

It was resolved— 

That the deeds of the College building be handed over 
to the bankers as security for an overdraft not exceeding 


£1,000. 

That the Treasurer be ordered to pay the liabilities 
amounting to £158 16s., together with cheques for 
monthly salaries, insurance, petty cash, examiners’ fees, 
and examination expenses (Scotland), Fellowship exam- 
iners’ fees, gas, electric light, required during the ensuing 
quarter. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kinna, the report was received. 

Mr. TriccEr : Before the report is adopted I should 
like to be quite sure of our ground in the matter of de- 
positing the College deeds. Have we the power to do 
so? Ido not know whether there may be any better 
method of getting the overdraft we want until we get 
our Bill than by depositing the College deeds, supposing 
we have the power to do that. If we have not that 
power we must consider some other way. I would like 
to ask the Solicitor to give us his opinion. 

Mr. THATCHER (solicitor): [ had the matter in con- 
templation before you spoke. I am afraid we have not 
the power. We are a Corporation, and we can only 
pledge our credit if we have special power so to do. 

Mr. TriccErR : I do not want to raise any stumbling 
block. 

Mr. TuHatcHeR: Neither do I. Section 17 of the 
Charter of 1876 says, “The College shall be able and 
capable in law to take and acquire” property. I donot 
think I need trouble about that. Then “They shall 
have full power and authority to dispose of, sell or ex- 
change any lands, tenements and hereditaments which 
may Seder belong to the said College and subject to 
the limitation aforesaid to purchase” other securities. 
If the matter could be arranged in any other way I 
think it would be far better. And you have this further 
to consider: It would be rather unfortunate for us if 
the bank were to say to us, “ Where is your power ; our 
solicitors say you have none.” Could not it be done in 
any other way ? 

Mr. Mutvey: The suggestion is not mine ; it was 
carried by the other members of the Finance Committee. 
My suggestion was, after consultation with the Manager 
of the National Provincial Bank, that the members of 
Council, or certain of them who felt so disposed, should 

ive their personal security to the bank for an overdraft. 

here is no reason why this should not be done. There 
is very little danger to the individual members of there 
being any losses, for this reason, that we hold £8,000 
odd in Consols which we can dispose of at any time. 
But Consols are now so low that for every £1,000 we 
realised we should only get £800, and if we sold out 
£1,000 worth we should only then realise sufticient to 
pay the bank the overdraft. [A Voice: Our Consols 
cost considerably more than oye! Some of our Consols 
cost us 112. We bought none below par. The sugges- 
tion came from the Manager of the bank that the per- 
sonal security of the ouakess was the cheapest way in 
which it could be done. It would only then necessitate 
a sixpenny stamp. There would be no expense at all to 
the Council, and he was willing then to allow a con- 
siderable overdraft, as much as we require, up to £750 
or £1,000 on that security. On the other hand, as Mr. 
Thatcher has pointed out, it is very doubtful whether 
we have the power to hand over the securities of this 
building as a partial security to the bank or whether we 
have the power to mortgage them. To my mind the 
simplest way is that suggested by the manager of the 
taek. and I shall move as an amendment that certain 


members, or the whole of the members of the Council, 


if it be so decreed, shall give their individual security to 
the bank for an overdraft. 

Mr. StocKMAN : Say “shall be asked to give.” 

Mr. Mutvey: Yes, “shall be asked.” Three mem- 
bers would do, or six or seven. Already I have had an 
intimation from several members of the Council that 
they are willing to give their individual security for the 
amount. I beg to move my amendment be substituted 
in place of the eo referring to the matter which 
appears in the Finance Committee’s report. 

Mr. StockMAN : May I ask what the interest on the 
overdraft would be ? 

Mr. Mutvey: About 43 per cent. It will not exceed 
5 per cent. It altogether depends on the bank rate. 
They usually charge 1 per cent. over bank rate for an 
overdraft, but the manager told me yesterday he did not 
at all anticipate it would be more than 5 per cent. 

The PRestpENT : Will you let me have your amend- 
ment again, Mr. Mulvey ? 

Mr. Mutvey: My amendment is that certain mem- 
bers who choose to give their names in as securities for 
this overdraft at the bank be substituted for the pro- 
posal of mortgaging the deeds of this College. 

Joun M‘Fapyean: | have pleasure in seconding 
that. 

Mr. TricGer: I think that is a much more simple 
plan, and I think you will find a sufficient number of 
members of this Council who will have great pleasure in 
giving that security in order to enable the College to 
get over this trouble. But I shall insist upon a limit ; 
I will guarantee up to £100, and that will be the extent 
of my guarantee. I do not believe in giving the bank a 
blank cheque, and saying “ we will guarantee up to any 
amount.” I think if ten of us went tothe bank and said 
we would guarantee £100 each and not more that would 
be a clear and distinct understanding. 

Mr. Mutvey: I want to poini out that there can be 
no real liability an any guarantor from the the very 
fact that this Council has sufficient Consols, they can 
be sold at any time if required, but to sell them 
now to my mind is ruinous. They produce us some 
£160 or £170 a year, and if we sell them now at 80 or 82 
we are losing somuch money. We anticipate that at no 
very distant date our Bill will go through and then the 
College will be in funds. 

Prof. Dewar: I wish to make a few remarks on this 
matter. We have heard from the convener of the motion 
and also from the Treasurer the condition of the funds 
of this College and the difficulty of raising money owing 
to the loss there will be in selling out Consols. We also 
heard from the convener a proposal that this Council 
should pass a vote of thanks tothe donors of the dona- 
tions to the funds of the College. Now if the College 
is so hard up for money, as it seems to be, I might just 
call the attention of the Treasurer, in passing, to the 
fact that he will surely get money cheaper than 4} per 
cent. in London. I come from a poorer country than 
this and I know that we can borrow money in Edinburgh 
at a lower rate than 43 per cent. at the present time. Of 
course I do not for one moment mean to suggest that 
Mr. Mulvey will not make the very best terms he can, 
but I just merely call his attention to the fact which I 
have stated. Now, gentlemen, seeing money is so much 
wanted and that we have been thanking those who have 
been so generously disposed as to give donations of 
money to this College, it would only a right and just 
that this Council should itself set an example and then 
should also ask the profession to follow that example. I 
have heard remarks made here to-day and yesterday that 
donations were not wanted because they were coming in 
too freely and it would be an argument against the passing 
of this Bill that if money were to come in gratuitously 
there would be no need for the passing of this Bill. Apart 
from that—and I do not think it will be disputed that 
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a willing gift is better than an unwilling one any day— 
think it would it be well for this Council to set an 
example to the profession. If money is wanted, and for 
the members of this Council to subscribe a certain 
amount to this fund and let it go out to the profession 
that donations will be welcom d, and thus relieve the 
position of our Treasurer for the time being. I beg to 
move a motion to thateffect. I do not want to mention 
a sum, but I am quite willing to pay my share. 

Mr. RuTHERForD : I will second that. 

‘ The Presipent: I will put Mr. Mulvey’s motion 
rst. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I suppose I am in order in 
speaking to Prof. Dewar’s amendment. 

The PrestpenT: I think it will be better to dispose 
of this matter first. At present the paragragh in the 
report reads, “That the Deeds of the College build- 
ing be handed over to the Bankers as security for an 
overdraft not exceeding £1000.” It is moved by Mr. 
Mulvey, and seconded, that the following be substi- 
tuted—‘“‘ That members of the Council be asked to give 
their names as security to the Bank for the overdraft 

nired.” 
e amendment was then put and carried. 

The PrEstpENT : Now, Sir John, we will hear you. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : Is that amendment carried ? 

The PresipENT : Yes. 

Sir Jounn M‘Fvpyean: Then I do not desire to say 
anything further. 

he PREsipENT: Now I have the amendment from 
Prof. Dewar. 

Mr. Stockman : I thought Prof. Dewar’s amendment 
was an amendment to the one we have just carried. 

The PresipEnt : I mene it iss Do you desire to 
say anything with regard to Prof. Dewar’s amendment. 
If me I will put it as a further amendment. (‘ No, 
no.” 

A Memser : It would not be a further amendment. 
It would he a further proposition. 

Mr. Asson: The amendment should have been put 
first, I think. 

r. MuLvey: Mine was the amendment. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Might I suggest the one we 
have just voted on is carried against the original report. 

The PrEsIDENT: Yes. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: And now you put Prof. 
Dewar’s against this. 

Prof. Dewar: I did not put mine against the report 
at all. My motion is, as it were, an addition. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: That is what I suggested, 
that Mr. Mulvey’s amendment is carried as against the 
original report, and Prof. Dewar’s amendment is now to 
be put as against Mr. Mulvey’s. 

rof. Dewar: Certainly not. 

The PrestpENt : It is rather an addendum. Does any 
member desire to speak upon Prof. Dewar’s addendum. 
Then I will put it to the meeting “That the Council be 
asked to subscribe— 

Prof. Dewar: Yes, and to set an example to the pro- 
fession. 

The PresipENtT—“ to subscribe to the College funds.” 
I think I will put it in that way. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : I should like to say that I for 
one shall vote against Prof. Dewar’s motion, and that I 
shall not think I am in the least open to the accusation 
of not setting a good example to the profession if I do 
not subscribe to the funds of the College at the present 
time, as Prof. Dewar knows very well the trouble we are 
in is not a mere temporary one of the moment, but as 
far as one can judge this College will be perpetually in 
money trouble now unless it can by some means or 
another add very materially to its annual income. I do 
not think the question would be in the least solved sup- 
posing the members of this Council were to put their 
names down for a subscription at the present moment. 


But if Prof. Dewar attaches very great importance to 
the force of personal example, I suggest to him he should 
put his name down for a handsome sum to be added to 
the sum that has already been collected. That prob- 
ably might induce other members of the Council to 
follow the example, but I should like to point out to 
those who do give this first subscription that unless we 
get our Bill through they are likely to be called 
upon to repay that annually for the rest of their 
natural lives. 

The PresipeNnT: I will now put it that that be an 
addendum to the Finance Committee’s report. Those 
in favour of Prof. Dewars’s motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The PrestpEnT: Will someone now move that the 
report be adopted as amended ? 

Mr. Mutvey: Before that is put to the meeting I 
should like to make a few remarks. It appears accord- 
ing to the balance sheet that we are now £469 overdrawn. 
Before July we shall be no further forward. In July 
we shall receive certain fees for examination purposes, 
and in all probability there will be a certain amount of 
profit, but it will not be sufficient to meet the liabilities 
that are continually going on. It must be remembered 
that although we are now applying and are giving 
security for an over draft up to £1000, unless we have 
further funds coming in this will have to be renewed 
from time to time. It has occurred to me that the time 
has arrived when it ought to be pointed out to the pro- 
fession that this Council is not in a position to under- 
take expensive lawsuits in their defence unless they 
are prepared to come forward with sufficient funds to 
cover the expenses of those lawsuits. The funds of the 
College are such that the Council will not be justified in 
incurring these expenses or to go into any other ex- 
penses except those of examining their students. I do 
not intend to move any resolutions on this matter, but 
I wish it to go forth to the profession that we are now 
in such a position that we shall be obliged to give up 
prosecutions unless we have sufficient means to carry 
them on. 

Mr. Mason : I beg to move that the report as amended 
be adopted. 

General THompson seconded the motion, which was 
carried, 

Mr. Lawson: I should like to thank the members 
of the Council for electing me a trustee. I can only say 
I shall be very glad to assist my co-trustees in the 
business which is laid before them and I hope to have 
their approval. (Hear, hear). 


REGISTRATION CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report a meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on Thursday, April 6th, 
which stated that with regard to the use of the College 
crest by members— 

The Solicitor reported that before embarking on 
litigation, he had obtained the President’s sanction to 
place a case before Mr. Walter Ryde, K.c., the specialist 
on rates and taxes. He read a case and Mr. Ryde’s 
opinion, which was to the effect that members of the 

ollege were not entitled to use the Armorial Bearings 
of the College without individually paying duty, and 
that the exemption hitherto granted ba by the Board 
of Inland Revenue, in this respect, was an indulgence 
only and could not be claimed as a right. The Com- 
mitte approve of the step taken by the Solicitor and 
recommend to the Council to take no further action in 
the matter. 

The report also stated that certain cases were con- 
sidered. In some instances the Solicitor reported that 
the offences had been discontinued, and others were ad- 


journed for further evidence, or dropped, as no case was 
proved. 
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On the motion of Mr. McKinna, duly seconded, the 
report was received. 

Mr. Triccer : In moving the adoption of the report 
I would like to say it would seem that the point we have 
to emphasise to the profession—and one which no doubt 
they will take note of—is that they have no right to use 
the College Arms on their letter paper or medicine labels 
unless they pay the guinea a year. I think it is very 
important that they should realise that, and keep out of 
trouble. 

Prof. DEwaR seconded the motion, 
carried. 


which was 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. VILuar read the report of a meeting of the Ex- 
amination Committee held on Thursday, April 6th, 
which stated that a letter (1/2/11) was read from the 
Secretary of the West of Scotland Agricultural College 
stating that the Governors would grant the use of a 
room for the conduct of the Written Examination at 
Glasgow free of charge. 

An application, accompanied by medical certificate, 
was received from « rejected student in Class D in July, 
1909, asking for permission to take his Fiual Examina- 
tion in July next, and it was resolved that the applica- 
tion be acceded to. 

An application was received from a student for per- 
missicn to take his first professional exatination in July, 
though he had not completed his preliminary educational 
certificate until January, 1911. It was resolved that in 
acon or ies with the bye-laws the application cannot be 

ranted. 

A letter (28/2/11) was read from the University of 
London announcing an alteration in the regulations for 
the Junior School Examination. It was resolvel that 
the recognition of the examination be continued, under 


the usual regulations. 
Edinburg ———. Examination. Letters were 
received from Mr. J. Blakeway and Mr. W. Robb, en- 


closing copies of correspondence with Prof. Dewar in 
connection with the Examination in Anatomy, Class A, 
at Edinburgh, in December, 1910. 
A motion was taken and it was resolved that the cor- 
respondence be read. 
fter the reading of the correspondence it was pro- 
—“That the Committee proceed to the next 
usiness,” which was carried. 

A letter from Mr. 8. Littler was received and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Educational certificates numbered 1127 to 1182 inclu- 
sive were submitted and duly accepted. 

Proposals for the revision of the Bye-laws concerning 
examinations were considered in detail, and it was 
resolved that the matter be deferred for further con- 
sideration at the next meeting of the Committee. 

On the motion of Mr. Villar, seconded by Prof. J. 
McCall, the report was received. 

Mr. McKryma : I beg to move the adoption of the 
report and also to express our thanks to the Governors 
of the West of Scotland Agricultural College for grant- 
ing the use of a room for our examination. 

Mr. GarneETT : Before that is put there is one part of 

* the report which I do not agree with, namely, with re- 
gard to the letters—as to which apparently no recom- 
mendation was made by the Committee—which passed 

tween certain examiners and a certain Principal of a 
School. I think in the interests of everybody an ex- 

ion of opinion should go from this Council saying 
it is undesirable that communications of such a nature 
should pass between examiners and principals or 
teachers of schools. I move a resolution to that effect. 


Mr. Roserts: I will second that. 

Prof. Dewar: I would just make this observation. 
It is very difficult for the members of this Council to 
decide as to what view they ought to take of those 


letters unless they knew their contents. The Council is 
simply voting blindfold in this connection. 

e PRESIDENT: I will take the opinion of the Coun- 
cil. Do you desire to move it as an amendment Mr. 
Garnett 

Mr. Triccer : I do not think it wants a resolution to 
express an opinion. 

Mr. Garnett : It is merely an expression of opinion. 

The PrestpenT: I think I had better take a vote on 
it. Those in favour of the observations of Mr. Garnett 
will please signify. 

The motion was put and carried. 

The PrestpENT: I will now put the motion for the 
adoption of the report of the Examination Committee. 

The motion was then put and carried. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Garnett read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee held on 
Thursday, April 6th, 1911, as follows :— 

The Secretary submitted the replies received from the 
promoters of the eight Private Bills considered at the 
previous meeting, and it was resolved that no further 
action be taken for the present. 

The following Public ills were submitted : Abolition 
of Vivisection, Dogs (Protection), Public Health (Tre- 
land), Meat Marking (Ireland), Protection of Animals 
Bill, and it was resolved to recommend that no action 
be taken. 

The Secretary reported the negotiations which had 
taken place between the President and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in the endeavour to obtain permission 
for a deputation to be received. The following letter 
was read from the Chancellor :— 


“Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, S.W. 
March 17th, 1911. 

Dear Sir,—I am desired by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to say that he regrets that he has not found it 
possible to send an earlier reply to your letter of the 
18th of October last respecting the liability of motor 
cars used by veterinary surgeons to motor spirit duty. 
The question is one to which he has already given 
careful consideration and it was discussed at the time 
when the Finance Bill was before Parliament in 1909. 

I am to point out that the position of a veterinary 
surgeon is by no means parallel to that of a physician, 
inasmuch as the possession of an expeditious means of 
locomotion by the latter may be the means of saving 
human life and preventing human suffering. The 
grounds adduced for the concession are for the most 

rt such as are equally applicable to other businesses 
or the most efficient carrying on of which the use of the 
motor car may be necessary. Moreover the proceeds of 
the duties on petrol and on motor car licences are used 
exclusively for the improvement of the roads of the 
United Kingdom, and veterinary surgeons, like all other 
users of motor cars, will benefit by the expenditure for 
this purpose. 

In the circumstances Mr. Lloyd George feels that he 
has no alternative but to adhere to the decision which, 
after full consideration, was embodied in the Finance 
(1909-10) Act, and he is not of opinion that a deputa- 
tion on the subject would serve any useful purpose.— 
Yours faithfully, 

R. G. Hawrrey. 

W. Freeman Barrett, Esq., 

President, R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary reported that the negotiations were stil] 
proceeding. 

Letters in support of the action taken by the Com- 
mittee were read from the Southern Counties Veterinary 
Society, and from the Veterinary Medical Association of 
Ireland, and the Secretary was instructed to acknowledge 


the letters with thanks. 
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The application of the Royal Sanitary Institute for 
the appointment of a delegate of the Council to the 
forthcoming Belfast Congress was considered, but it was 
resolved that no action be taken. 

The Secretary asked for instructions with regard to 
the decoration of the College building at the colin 
tion festivities, and it was resolved that the matter be 
left in the hands of the President, Treasurer, and Secre- 


ai was reported that urgent repairs were required.in 
the basement of the College building, which would pro- 
bably involve only a small cost, and it was resolved that 
the matter be left in the hands of the Treasurer and 
Secretary with power to act. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, the report was received. 

Mr. TricGer: I am glad to hear from Mr. Lloyd 
George that we have the benefit of the increased tax 
on petrol for motor cars. I have not discovered it. 

he PRESIDENT: It is a very poor point, is it not? I 

sent a copy of that letter to Mr. Bowerman, and I have 
asked him to give the matter further attention. And 
I believe Mr. McKinna has done something also. 
' Mr. Lawson : May I ask whether anything has been 
done with regard to our being represented at the Corona- 
tion? I suggested some time ago that the profession 
should be represented at the Coronation. I think our 
profession ought to be there, and ought to be well repre- 
sented. 

The PresipENT : A letter was sent to the Earl Mar- 
shal drafted by myself and the Secretary. We hada 
formal reply, but I have not heard anything further at 
present. 

Mr. Lawson : I hope you will continue to make your 
representations. 

he PresipENT : Is it the desire of the Council that I 
should do that? (“ No, no.”) 

Prof. Merram : You have sent a letter and we must 
await the results. 

The PrestpENT: As you wish, gentlemen. 

General THomson: I beg to move the adoption of 
the report. 

Prof. J. McCaLi seconded the motion, which was 
carried, 

ANNUAL FEE CoMMITTEE. 


Sir Joun M‘FapyeEan read the report of the meeting of 
the Annual Fee Committee on Thursday, 6th inst., which 
stated that with regard to the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
Amendment Bill, the Solicitor reported that the Amend- 
ment Bill, as passed by the Council and approved by the 
Privy Council had been laid before Parliament, and that 
the first reading was passed on February 9th, 1911. The 
backers of the Bill were Sir Frederick Low, Mr. Hayes 
Fisher, and Capt. Jessel, and in the ballot for the 
second reading, Sir F. Low had obtained the twelfth 


lace. 
. On the motion of Sir John M‘Fadyean, duly seconded. 
the report was received and adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS. 


The PrestpENT: The gentlemen who acted last time 
were Messrs. Urquhart, MacCormack, Buxton, Pru- 
dames, Thompson, Trewin, Sutton, Harrison, Idenden, 
Lomas, Rogerson, and Watt. 

Mr. McKinna : I beg to move that those gentlemen 
be asked to serve again, and that in the case of any of 
them being unable to act it be left to the President to 
fill the vacancy. 

Prof. J. McCatt seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

ANNUAL DINNER. 

The PresipENT: The next question is to consider the 

advisability of holding an annual dinner. 


Mr. Triccer : I beg to move we proceed to the next 
business. 
Mr. McKrnna seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 
PLAcE oF ANNUAL MEETING. 


Mr. Mason: I beg to propose that the annual meet- 
ing be held in London. 

The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

The PrEsIDENT : That concludes the meeting. 

Mr. McKrnna: I beg to move a vote of thanks to the 
President for the felicitous way in which he has con- 
ducted the meeting. 

Prof. J. McCatL seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

The PrestpENtT: Thank you, gentlemen. 


TRANSVAAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The Thirty-first quarterly general meeting was held at 
the Goldfields Hotel, on Saturday, Dec. 31. Present : 
Dr. A. Theiler, c.m.c., President, in the chair ; Messrs, 
Christy, Andrews, Chalmers, Evans, Tate, Lindsay, 
Hollingham, Kellett, Donaldson, May, Edgar, Daly, 
Dunning, Mitchell, Gavin, Bush (Hon. Sec.) ; and as 

uests—Prof. Ostertag, of Berlin ; Capt. Hankey, and 
Messrs. Lee, Webb, Webster, McCall, and Kehoe. 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed Prof. Ostertag, who was on 
a brief visit to the Transvaal. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the minutes of the last 
meeting had been circulated, and suggested that if 
there were no objections they be passed for signature. 


(Agreed). 
ELECTION AND NOMINATIONS. 


Mr. D. KeHor, who was nominated at the last general 
meeting, was elected a member of the Association, on 
proposition of Mr. Chalmers. 

the following gentlemen were nominated. By the 
Chairman :— Messrs. G. McCatt, D. McCatn, G. 
Wessrer, A. Kirkpatrick, 8. Hitt-Ewrne, and J. 
Watson. Mr. Chalmers seconded. 

Mr. G. Lee by Mr. Edgar, seconded by Mr. Chalmers. 

Col. APPLETON, A.V.D., by Mr. Christy, seconded by 
Mr. Chalmers. 

Mr. Wess, by Mr. Chalmers, seconded by Mr. Tate. 
(Carried). 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that, owing to the amount 
of business on the agenda, the discussion on the Presi- 
dent’s address be postponed. (Agreed). 

The Hon. Sec. read messages of apology from Messrs. 
Gray, Garroway, and Roberts. 

The TREASURER submitted his statement showing 
the financial position of the Association to be as 
follows :— 

Balance credit, saving’s bank 356 8 9 

National bank, Pretoria 16 7 4 
Outstanding subscriptions 30 9 0 


” 
” 


£402 5 1 

He reported that Messrs. H. J. Holness and 8. Jack- 
son were in arrear for some considerable time, and sug- 
gested that their names be struck off the roll of members 
(Carried). 

The SecrETARY informed the meeting of various 
items of correspondence dealt with during the past 
quarter, and read the following letters: from Mr. F. A. 

erney, Basutoland, re Trypan-blue treatment for biliary 
fever. From the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, London, asking for a list of the 


office bearers of the Association. 
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VRTERINARY SURGEONS’ ACT. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter received from the Cape 
of Good Hope Veterinary Medical Association containing 
suggested amendments to the Draft Act. Also letters 
on the same subject from the Principal Veterinary 
O.F.S, and from the Natal Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Curisty gave a short account of what hal been 
done in the matter by the sub-committee, consisting of 
Dr. Theiler and himself, which had been appointed at 
the last general meeting to deal with this question. He 
reported that since the receipt of the letter from the 
Cape of Good Hope V.M.A., which had just been 
read, he had seen Mr. Paine, Secretary of that body, 
personally, and after a full discussion it had been 
decided that the Cape Association would offer no op- 
position to the Act going forward as it stood. e 
therefore moved that, seeing that the other Colonies 
were agreed, it be an instruction to the Parliamentary 
Committee to see the Minister of the Interior at the 
earliest possible opportunity and to ask him to take the 
matter up. Mr. Dale seconded. 

Mr. HoLuincHaM asked would the Act stand alone, 
or would it be tacked on to the Medical Act. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it was intended that we 
should have our own governing body. 

Mr. HoLLINGHAM assumed that the Government was 
sympathetic. 

Dr. THEILER said that he was confident that the 
Minister of the Interior was sympathetic, and thought 
the same might be said of all the Ministers. 

Mr. HoLumncHam said he thought that too much 
stress should not be laid on the advantage accruing to 
veterinary surgeons from the Act, but on the advantages 
to the public. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed that this should be so. 
Mr. Christy’s motion was put to the meeting and 
carried. 

FEDERATION OF VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


The How. Sec. read a letter from the Secretary of the 
Cape of Good Hope V.M.A. containing a suygested 
Constitution for a Federated Association. Also a 
letter from the same body suggesting that a member 
from each existing Veterinary Association in South 
Africa, with, if possible, the Secretary, should be author- 
ised to be present at a meeting in Capetown with full 
powers to form an effective amalgamation. 

The CuarrMAN handed in the recommendations of the 
Sub-committee appointed at the last general meeting to 
deal with the question of Federation. He suggested 
that the Secretary be instructed to circularise the mem- 
bers, and also other Associations, and to obtain their 
opinions regarding the same. 

Mr. Criristy said that with regard to the letter from 
the Cape of Good Hope V.M.A. suggesting a meeting at 
Capetown, he thought this would not be necessary at 
present, but suggested that the scheme recommended by 
the Sub-committee should be forwarded to them, and 
that the Secretary be instructed to write stating that 
should a meeting be considered desirable at some 
future date, this Association would be willing to appoint 
delegates to attend. Mr. Dale seconded. (Carried). 


ALTERATION OF RULE. 


The CHAIRMAN moved the suspension of Rule 35 and 
that Rule 12 be amended as follows: The annual 
meeting of the Association shall be held alternately in 
Johannesburg and in Pretoria. It shall be convened by 
circular indicating the time and place of meeting. The 
names and residences of candidates for election, papers 
to be considered, and such other business as may be put 
forward for consideration shall be stated, and such cir- 
culars shall be posted at least ten days prior to the 
meeting. A shorthand writer shall be employed, if 


available, to take down any proceedings of these 
meetings. 

Ms. Cunsery asked when it was proposed that this 
should come into force. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would propose having the 
March and June meetings, and Fa adopt the new 
system. 

Mr. DALE said he would like to hear the opinions of 
private practitioners regarding the suggestion of having 
all the meetings in Pretoria. He personally would like 
to see this amended. 

Mr. KELLETT suggested that each meeting should 
consist of two days, and that one day should be de- 
voted to business in Johannesburg and one in Pretoria. 

Mr. HoLLIncHAM said he understood that meetings 
were to take place once instead of four times a year. 
How many days was it to last? 

The CHAIRMAN said no number of days had been 
decided upon. They might take three days if required. 
He moved suspension of Rule 35. Mr. Dale seconded. 
(Carried). 

Mr. HoLLtIncHAM wished to suggest that meetings 
should take place twice a year. 

Mr. Curisty said he thought Mr. Hollingham’s idea 
a good one, but that past experience was against it. He 
considered that better attendances would be obtained by 
having only one meeting yearly. 

Mr. HoLLINGHAM moved an amendment that a meet- 
ing should take place twice yearly and should consist 
of one or more days in Johannesburg, and one in Pre- 
toria. Mr. Gavin seconded. 

Mr. DUNNING supported the proposition to have one 
annual meeting. He had only been able to attend one 
in two years, and he considered that when country mem- 
bers were able to attend they wanted to hear something 
important. 

Mr. Date said he had acted as Secretary, and knew 
the difficulty of obtaining a quorum at meetings, and 
also the difficulty of getting members to read papers. He 
considered that meetings should always be held in 
Pretoria. 

Mr. TATE seconded, as he considered Pretoria was 
the centre of veterinary science. It was not far for 
Johannesburg members, and he thought they would 
benefit by coming. 

The CHAIRMAN said that general business would be 
carried on by the Council, but that special general 
meetings could be called when required. It was desired 
to have good meetings, and to do real scientific work. 
He accepted Mr. Dale’s amendment. 

Mr. Hollingham’s proposition was then put to the 
meeting, and lost. The Chairman’s proposition was 
carried. 

The SEcRETARY submitted his account of miscellane- 
ous expenditure, amounting to £7 13s. 

Mr. CHALMERS pro the account be passed for 


ment. 
GAVIN seconded.—Carried. 


WITWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL SHow. 


The Hon. Sec. informed the meeting (1) that at the 
request of the Witwatersrand Agricultural Society, Mr. 
Gavin had been nominated for election to the Council 
of that body, and had been duly elected. (2) That the 
Council had nominated the following members to act as 
hon. veterinary surgeons at the forthcoming agricultural 
show to be held in Johannesburg :—Messrs. E. Kellett, 
B. Runciman, J. F. Scott, and E. A. Hollingham. 


THe OvuTBREAK OF SHEEP-Pox. 


Professor OsTERTAG, at the request of the Chairman, 
said he was called to German South West Africa to in- 
vestigate the serious outbreak of disease among the sheep 


there. There had been great difference of opinion as to 
the nature of the disease, some considering it to be blue- 
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tongue and some sheep-pox. He examined a number of 
cases and certified the disease to be sheep-pox. 

Symptoms.—Animals exposed to infection break out 
after an incubation period of from eight to twelve days. 

ere are symptoms of a general nature. ‘The animals 
look ill, hanging head, tired appearance, catarrhal symp- 
toms in head, diffuse swellings of lips, and mucous 
membranes of head generally. These symptoms last a 
few days. 

Specific Symptoms.—Nodules, the size of a millet seed 
to a split pea, spherical in shape, half the sphere rising 
above the skin, begin to appear. The nodules are not 
easily seen on the woolly parts, there are so many that 
they give the appearance of a uniform swelling of the 
head ; but on feeling this swelling with the fingers the 
distinct nodules can be felt. Besides the head, the parts 
inside the legs, under the tail, and sexual organs are 
affected. In fat tailed sheep the nodules under the tail 
are typical. The nodules are of a grey colour and hard. 

The disease was rarely noticed to take the course 
which is generally described. It was the same pox as 
described in Germany as hard pox, and healed out by 
desquamation and sloughing off After recovery, cases 
were infectious for three months, the disease being kept 


in the wool. It might be mistaken at the outset, as the | Y 


catarrhal symptoms, swelling of the head, and wool get- 
ting loose was misleading ; but besides the nodules in 
the skin, there were the following differences :—1. The 
disease might occur any time of the year. 2. It was 
directly contagious. 3. It was transmissible from the 
= to susceptible sheep. 4. Different rate of mor- 
tality. 

In blue-tongue, according to Theiler, the mortality 
was 25 per cent. In sheep-pox the mortality was 50 per 
cent to 90 per cent. (exceptional). 

Sheep-pox in South West Africa was transmissible by 
blood inoculation, which made people think it was blue- 
tongue. He had seen a flock of 1,000 sheep lose 750 by 
inoculation. 

The disease reached German South West Africa b 
means of a consignment of Persian wool sheep whic 
were brought to the country on the same boat as 100 
Merino sheep from Germany. After landing at Swoko- 
mund the disease broke out amongst the Merinos and 
wd flocks which had been in contact with the Persian 
sheep. 

He did not consider quarantining was sufficient. He 
had had all the infected and suspected animals killed, 
and had quarantined farms and areas. All sheep in in- 
fected areas were inoculated, and no movements were 
allowed within these areas. From inoculation 1 per cent. 
only died. In rare cases 10 per cent. die, but this might 
be due to bad selection of virus. Inoculated animals 
were capable of spreading the disease. 

In ciiniting virus for inoculation, sheep should be 
selected showing typical pox taking a benign course. If 
infiltrated with blood, or suffering ly from the 
disease, or with black-pox, there would be a great num- 
ber of deaths. The pocks were cut out and squeezed, 
and placed for one day in 24 per cent. carbolic acid. 
This diluted lymph lasts for a long time. The above 
measures had proved very successful. There had been no 
outbreaks for two months. 

The period of quarantine required was three months 
for a naturally infected flock. This period could be re- 
duced to one month by dipping in a 2} per cent. of 
Jeyes’ fluid, creolin, or creosote soap solution. The car- 
cases should be destroyed by fire, owing tothe danger of 
natives carrying about infectious material. He thought 
it would not be long now before the danger was over. 
He did not think that the disease would reach South 
Africa, but thought that the stoppage of importation 
was a Wise measure. 


The CuHarrMAN thanked Professor Ostertag for his 
extremely interesting and instructive account of the 
disease. 

Mr. DALE read a paper on “ Heredity.” 

The CHAIRMAN proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Dale, and proposed that his paper should be printed and 
circulated in order that it might come up for discussion 
at the next meeting. 

Mr. HotiincHaM exhibited a specimen of embolism 
in the heart of a dog. 

This closed the business of the meeting. 

Mr. HoLirncHam proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman. Mr. Chalmers seconded.—Carried. 

J.G. Busn, Hon. Sec. 


FEDERATED SouTH AFRICAN VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


Recommendations of the Sub-Committee, adopted by 
General Meeting, January 31st, 1910. 


1. That such an Association shall be formed, to be 
known as the South African Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

2. That this Association should meet once every third 


ear. 

3. That this Association should consist of the already 
existing Associations, together with members of the pro- 
fession who are not members of any of the present Asso- 
ciations but who wish to join the South African Veteri- 
nary Medical Association. 

4. Objects of the Association (a) to promote veteri- 
nary science ; (4) to encourage intercourse between the 
various members of the Associations in South Africa ; 
and (c) to watch the interests of the veterinary profes- 
sion in general. 

5. The meetings of the Association shall take place 
alternately in the various territories where veterinary 
Associations exist. 

6. The Association of the territory in which the 
meeting is being held shall act as the executive body for 
that term, and arrange matters necessary for the success- 
ful carrying out of the duties of the Association. This 
duty shall more particularly be delegated to the Council 
of each Association in each territory. 

7. Ifthe various Associations agree, call for a meet- 
ing of delegates of each of the Associations. 

8. That the expenditure of the Federation be paid by 
the pro-rata share according to the number of members 
of each Association, and from fees obtained from un- 
attached members. 


The thirty-second quarterly meeting will be held at the 
Government Veterinary Bacteriological Laboratory, 
Onderstepoort, on Saturday, March 25th, 1911, at 11 a.m 


prompt. 
J. G. Busn, Hon. Sec. 


M. A. Lucet, Veterinary Surgeon, of the Museum 
anda member of the Academy of Medicine, Paris, a 
frequent contributor to veterinary science, especially 

rasitology, and formerly in practice at Courtenay, has 

n appointed by the Chilian Government to visit 
Chili for six months in order to study the contagious and 

rasitic diseases ravaging Chilian cattle. He takes with 

im a distinguished young French veterinary surgeon, 
M. Blier, junr., to continue his labours and to organise 
the Chilian Sanitary Service. 

The South American Governments employ a great 
number of French veterinary surgeons not only to found 
and teach in their veterinary schools, but also to organise 
and conduct Government Boards for the study and su 
pression of contagious diseases affecting the domestic 
animals in their respective countries. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Anthrax. Foot- Glanders ’ 
Sheep] 
— (including Counties Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals wane Farcy) Affected 
Con.) Re. | Con. | Re. | Out-| Ani- | Out- Ani-/ Animals | Out-] Ont-  Slaugh- 
ported mals. {breaks mals.| Attacked breaks breaks. tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 8 | 22 | 80 | aj 3] 5 62 568 
. 1910 29 40 10, 16 10 26 257 
| 1909 34 | 38 17| 134|London 1] 71 23 | 368 
1908 33 46 21| 56 | 
: 1910 434 538 103 | 275 293 | 323 | 2467 
aes 1909 393 556 164) 655 | 377| 389 | 3572 
= { 1908 | 354 | 487 3 | 112! 234. 779 582} 430 | 2130 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 11, 1911. 


Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 


IRELAND. Week ended April 8 
{ 1910 } 2 7 2 8 
Corresponding Week in 1909 2 12 1 2 
Total for 14 weeks, 1911 3 | 3 1} 1 36 209 38 | 684 
1910 4 6 25 261 13 305 
Corresponding period in [1900 2 2 32 239 9 73 
1908 3 6 15 226 45 1004 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 10, 1911 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Chinese Pork. 


Mr. Fell asked the President of the Local Government 
Board if he had evidence that the immense shipments of 
Chinese pork now being made to this country all came 
from the Yangtse Kiang river valley, as reported by the 
Consul at Shanghai was the case with the early and 
small shipments ; if he had evidence that there was no 
plague or pestilence prevailing in or near any of the dis- 
tricts from which the pork now came: and if he 
had received any recent reports from the Consul on the 
subject. 

Mr. Burns said that according to the information he 
had received no pigs were obtained from that part of 
the ae Valley, and there is no plague reported 
there. The most recent Consular report was that re- 
ceived in August last. 

Mr. Fell: Having regard to the fact that the pork 
comes from China, and that there is plague there, will 
he get a further report on the matter from the Consul 
showing where the pork comes from ? 

Mr. Burns: We are hopeful of sending one of our 
Local Goverment Board doctors, who is at present in 
China, to the place where the pigs are bred and fed. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons desires to acknowledge the receipt of further 
donations to the College funds, from Messrs. 


A. N. Foster, Bathurst, Gambia rs 
J. B. Martin, Strood Hill 
Col. C. Rutherford, a.v.s., India es. 
R. Rutherford, Edinburgh 110 
Amount previously acknowledged 7613 0 
£80 17 


The unwisdom of silence 


The President of the American Society of Medical 
Sociology, Mr. William J. Robinson, M.p., of New York, 
writing on the attitude of the profession towards the 
attacks of the “naturopathic, health, and physical cul- 
ture eoyeners ” and the press generally, says :— 

“ We are ourselves to blame for this misunderstand- 
ing and ignorance. When the irregular, fantastic, and 
pernicious cults began to make their appearance we paid 
no attention to them. We thought they amounted to 
nothing and would soon dry up and shrivel away of 
themselves. When malicious attacks began to ap 
in the various quack publications we remained silent. 
We considered it infra dignitatem to pay attention to 
them, and we thought that the public would have no 
difficulty in seeing through their falsity and meretri- 
ciousness. Our long and patient inactivity has been 
due to the false idea that the truth will always triumph 
and error is bound to die. Yes, eventually. But i 
error is allowed to grow and spread unhampered, while 
those who see the truth will not take the trouble to pro- 
claim it and expose the error, then it can take centuries 
before the correctness of the truth and the falsity of the 
error will be perceived. 

In this, as in every other line of human activity, pre- 
vention is immeasurably superior to cure, and the right 
way to fight is not to permit it to get a firm foothold. 
Error and superstition are hard things to uproot after 
they have attained the dignity of a universal belief. 

It is time that the medical profession changed its 
tactics. It is time that we actively attacked error 
wherever it shows its head. By reading papers before 
lay audiences, by participating in discussions, by writ- 
ing to the newspapers, by refuting the false arguments 
of false prophets wherever they appear, we can do much 
towards destroying the influence of the quacks and the 


irregular cults. In short, we must throw off our exclu- 
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siveness, we must go out to the public and take it intc 
our confidence. 

The truth is with us—that we know; only we must 
not hide it under a bushel and expect that its light will, 
without any effort on our part, penetrate into the darkest 
recesses of ignorance and quackery.” 


x= 


OBITUARY. 

The death of Prof. Dr. Czoxor, of Vienna, is an- 
nounced. He graduated in 1875 at the Vienna Veterin- 
ary School, and afterwards became attached to the 
University of Vienna as Professor Extraordinary of the 
Pathology of Contagious Diseases. He was well known 
by his numerous contributions to Pathological Anatomy 
and Parasitology. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


TENDERS AND CONTRACTS. 


Sir, 

Your Editorial in the issue of Aprillst re a Borough 
Council appointment is one which many members of the 
profession will read with interest, as it applies not only to 
appointments to Local Authorities but also in private prac- 
tice generally. Todemonstrate this I will give two cases 
only, which have come under my personal knowledge. 

One of the largest dealers in cattle in the country, who 
has a dairy of from 90 to 100 constantly in milk, on two 
farms; has a contract with a M.R.C.V.S. to attend all his 
stock, provide medicines, etc. (no extras), for the munificent 
sum of £14 a year; this works out at about 2/9 per head of 
the dairy herd. without young stock, sheep, etc. I might 
add that this dealer calves quite twice the number of cows 
that a man not buying more cows than necessary for his 
dairy would do. Ifa fair charge were made for treating 
milk fever cases alone it would, in some years, amount to 
more than the price of the contract. 

The other is of a firm of breeders of high class pedigree 
stock, some of the best in England, some running into hun- 
dreds of pounds, who have never less than a hundred head 
of cattle on their farms, paying a M.R.C.V.S. the sum of 
£10 a year for veterinary attendance and medicine. Inci- 
dentally their horses working on the farm, and hunters, are 
thrown in. The farms are six miles from the surgery. In 
the face of this can one wonder at the fact that a V.S., 
new-comer to the district, will take a stud of horses at 7s. 
per horse per year. 

When the ‘‘leading’’ practitioners of the district fee 
grooms, etc., to obtain ‘‘work’’ one is in doubt as to 
whether the old adage, ‘‘ Honesty is the best policy,’’ is not 
a mistake, and if our motto is not purely and simply a 
thing to be ignored. 

F.R.C.V.S. 


CRITCHLEY AND SMITH V. WATSON. 
Sir, 

The result of the above case is most important and satis- 
factory to the profession. If practitioners are to be held 
liable for accidents that may occur in the process of casting 
horses for operaticns, then, indeed, veterinary practice 
would be an expensive form of recreation rather than a 
means of livelihood. 

But it is to the expert evidence produced for the plaintiff, 
that I wish to direct special attention. 

Having a fairly large experience in casting horses of every 
class and description, and under favourable and unfavoura- 
ble conditions, it is certainly news to me that six men, in 
addition to the operator, are necessary in order to cast a 
van horse, with hobbles. I fear that if the Professor were 
engaged in ordinary practice he would not always find it an 
easy matter to obtain the service of six men in order to cast 
a horse. 

Even admitting that in the present case five men were 
inadequate, what evidence was there that the accident 
occurred during the casting process? Is it not far more 
likely that it took place during the operation ? 


I have never yet seen an accident occur while the animal’ 
was being cast. Now if it occurred during the operation, 
does any sane person believe that the fact of having six men 
present, or even sixteen, could have prevented it? 

In Williams’ ‘‘ Veterinary Surgery '’ we are told ‘‘ frac- 
tures (of the vertebre) rarely or ever occur during the fall,’’ 
but during the time the horse is down and struggling. 

Then, again, the expert took exception to a loose-box 
(17ft. by 12ft.). Where is the risk so far as injury to the 
spine, or fracture of the vertebre are concerned, from cast- 
ing in a box of this size ? 

In my experience, I should prefer four good men to ten 
‘* green-horns’’ for casting a horse. The number of men 
is not the important matter. It is quite common in the 
country to have a large number, and they simply get in each 
other’s way and do more harm than good. Still, we read 
in the evidence, ‘‘ The risk increases the smaller the num- 
ber of men employed.’’ I bave experience of several acci- 
dents occurring while horses were cast for operations, and 
in every one of these a full number of men were in atten- 
dance, and I may remark the latter were men well trained 
in the work. 

We have yet to learn how to prevent these accidents from 
occurring. In the meantime all that one can do is to in- 
form the owner of the horse the risks of the process before- 
hand. If the owner is of a litigious disposition, it is advisa- 
ble to persuade him that insurance against the risks can be 
obtained for the modest figure of two per cent. on the market 


value of the horse.— Yours, etc. 
** 


WHAT IS UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT? 
Sir, 
What is professional conduct? and what may be said to 
be a breech thereof? Some time ago I commenced a branch 
practice afew miles away—there was no resident practi- 
tioner for four miles—and thought there was no harm in 
stating the fact through the press. I merely stated the fact 
that I called at stated hours on certain days, and that 
messages might be left at this place for me. The advertise- 
ment was sent by a certain person to the Royal College, and 
I was requested to sign a declaration form that I would 
cease—which I did. 

On the other hand it seems quite the correct thing, not 
only to ask clients for another practitioner's work, but to 
ask for it at half or even a third the figure your neighbour 
is doing it at. Can anything be more disgraceful from 
a professional point of view than this? Is it not time that 
the whole profession rose in arms and demanded that the 
Royal College took this matter up. 

I am glad to see there are some fair dealing men connec- 
ted with public bodies, and that long and faithful services 
have been recognised in preference to those who are, in my 


opinion, guilty of unprofessional conduct.—Yours truly, 
JUSTICE. 


SOBRIETY. 
Sir, 

On looking through the advertisements of The Veterinary 
Record of the 8th inst. one struck me very forcibly, viz., 
‘* Wanted an assistant, references etc.’’ but especially as to 
‘‘sobriety.’’ Is it that veterinary surgeons are notoriously 
given to imbibing too freely, or has the gentleman advertis- 
ing had an exceptional experience of assistants ? 

Having been in the profession some 26 years in different 
parts of the country, I am of opinion that they are not 
worse than other people. 

I doubt if any other professional man would insult the 
calling to which he belongs by conveying the impression 
that it is a failing of that profession to indulge so much in 
strong drink that to obtain one who does not do so it is 


necessary to advertise it. 
A Mopenrate. 


{Perhaps our advertiser was a very serious total ab- 
stainer !—Ep.]} \ 
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